









































In 1919 a location for a remote receiving and control station was chosen at
Wailupe, Oahu, about seven miles east of Honolulu, close to the Marconi station at
Koko Head. Harold B, Phelps, LT USN RET, was stationed at Wailupe from 1919 until
1922, His story of the establishment of the Wailupe station was published in the
Naval Communication Station, Honolulu, "Trade Winds" issue of 25 June 1970. A portion
of that story is quoted:

"When we entered World War I, the Navy simply moved a recruiting crew to the
commercial stations and signed up the entire crew in various ratings in the Naval

Reserve, put uniforms on them, and continmued to utilize their communication skills
under Navy supervision.

The temporary station at Wailupe was probably built around the first part of
1919 and NPM moved there to allow the Kalmlu and Koko Head stations to be remodeled.
Almost the entire crew of operators at Koko Head was sent to Wailupe as USNR, supplemented

by such regular Navy radiomen available., In those days not too many Navy operators had
experience in handling commercial traffic,

The Navy purchased a piece of land at Wailupe for the temporary station anmd it
was very temporary as plans were in the making for a permanent station at Wailupe,
There were three boocths, more like chicken coops, scattered on the beach., Each booth,
of crude construction, had room for two circuits. The roofs leaked ard some of the
operators had to sit under an umbrella suspended from the ceiling to keep water off the
equipment. Or we would search around the yard for a scrap of tarpaper or some boards
to lead the water off the operating position., There were no signals piped in. Receiving
antennas were strung between trees and poles, All contrel wires were very haywire, no

soldered comnections and very few aven taped, which brought on intermittent wire trouble,
rain or shine.

There was an old house on the land., It was one big room, no doors, windows or
screens, This housed the office, file rooms, ship to shore circuit and the lardwire
to the Honoluln city office (HU) and the office in Pearl Harbor (PH)., Anyone working
in this house after dusk had to put rubber bands around the bottom of their trousers
and have several sticks of mosquito punk under their chair to be able to stay there.
If they forgot to bring their punk or couldn't find someone else's cache they would stuff
an 0ld rag in a can and light it off, Anything was better than those mosquitoes.,

We stood a three section watch, seven days a week, no rotation of watches, no days

off. Straight 8 on and 16 off, and that's the way it was at the start of NPM at Wailupe
as a Government and commercial traffic station,

When I went there in August of 1919, NP had schedules with NPL (San Diego), NFU
(Putuila, Samoa), NFN (Guam), and NPO (Cavite), There was no direct daylight commni-
cation with NPO or JJC (Japan) « NPO broadcast to NBM at midnight. NPU breoadcast to
NIM at 2 a,m, and N¥M broadcast to NPU at 9 a,m, None of those circuits were reliable
at all times due to static and fading periods. We just kept the traffic moving as best
we could, all by hand, on low frequencies, Practically all traffic for Cavite and the
Asiatic Fleet was relayed through NPN,

The Navy had been searching around for a piece of land for the permanent station
and finally had found some school land that was suitable, for which they traded the
temporary site, and started construction of the permanent btuildings, The new s8ite also
gave room for expansicn up the hill in back of the reservation.

The station was completed early in 1921, It was built over the water to provide

more land space for the proposed D.C.0.'s quarters, two duplex CPO quarters, and the
single men's barracks. These were completed late in '21 or early in '22,
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Lt. Porter: "The circuit wit Guam was terinted on 13 December 1941, Navy
rdiomn of the Phlippines, their 'dots ad dashs dwrping with contemp for the
Japnese” bemed Wahawa, on 6 May 1942, to advise &=t they were "go m off the air
now. cUL M.' Wwithin a few hours the antera of the 50 kw transmitter, used by Wahiawa
on th circuit to Corrgidor, was ‘swng sothwestwar to Austrlia for th ne war
phse™™
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Radio sttion of the district were ~.~erable to attacks by lam, air and se.
Lualualei was or 4000 yawrs from the shore Bne and its pwer was received oer
expsed lines from &e Hawaiian Electric Com[Je twenty®o miles awy. Steps were taen
to increase au i iall am emergency pwer, to develop an efficient system of pssive
deferne, to disprse tr Nmitter ar. to constrct bombproof shelters for ecgpment
and men. Three bombprof shelter for radio statima were erected subsequent to 1941,
but expanion prgrms a®Fer 1941 seldom prvided for th constx—ction of p wranent
buildings even on projects long plamed on & TImanem basis. There was a grdul
increase of auiliar power umts procured thrugh lons from the Ay ad throug
deliveries from the Breau of Ships.
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Lt. Porter: ilwailupe, too, was loca®td on e seacoast and had neithr splinter
pwxof nor bombproof buEdings. So, on the mowring of 10 Dcember 1941, &e District
Communication OFFicer decided to hve all rdio eipment at Wailup moved to Wahiawv.
The new site was an exce B ent receiving are and th best protected raio station of
the entire district. Men worked night and day to trnfer opration to wakawa. The
move became a veritble scrmble causim faci ll ties to be italled more or less at
rarmom. RIlocation was competed on 17 Dcember without the slightest interxrption of
communications. Eqipmern for rceiving parposes, for control kyiig, and for the
coding boaw, was located in Opewrtiorm Bulding No. 2, a 10a bombproof k> Idin. A
Boehe point t0 pint circuit was esttblished with Washiraon ®Emediatly and, thugh
it wa one of thh lonest circuits of ths typ on recor, it gve excellent serxice.
Eqgipment was okrated at speeds of 200 to 300 wors pr minte to cler trffic.
Accoring to prearranged plans, the distress frequency was assigned to thh Coast G r
station at Damom Had (NMO). Diamorm Head thu became the firt Cost Gur station
in the Pacific to reliee a Naxs station of cggrding the distress freqgency.”

Wahiawa ceased to assist dEectky with tran-ocenc nighs of Navy aircr - and
ths serice was remnered by rmval air stationmn.

In some areas of the Pacific e Feet bradcast Fded and vel low Frquency was
difficut for shp amd shore stion to cop. To correct this situation, begirmmn
1l Feb w1 1942, all trffic on the Prmar Fleet Bradcast was trnmitted simltaeous-
ly on hgh frqgencies, as well as on ver low frgeny. The pralleling resuted in
better coverge thoughut the Pcific. The #®provement was made possible o deliver
am iInstallaton of equipent orere me mon & before a state of hostilities e>xsted.
Increased fac i ities also proide a firstclass lin between Wailup amd ABsk, th
Carml Zone and the Navy Depreent & \iashnton.

In 1942 the district was conronted with the poblem of tr #g to marmge combt
communication for too large an are on one Fleet brao»cast. A3 a conselgence, th
San Francisco Fleet Broadcast was initiated am relieved Wahiawa of thh {Beut®n are,
ad lar serice all ships beteen Honoluu and th mainlad. A pPint to point
circuit with Koiak (NHB) was allo assigned to the Naval Bdio Station at San Frnisco.
Walhawa was thn able to concentwrte on provid m efficient cormnicatiomn for the
deferme of thh Southrn am Central Paci®c ocen areas.
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