
























































































































































Personal recollections of Carl E .  Sawyer ( continued) : 

I went into the Fleet Reserve with 22 years service then was recalled for the 
Korean wa r. They sent me to Pensacola for a coupJ.e more years . I l:ad approximately 
15 years of Civil Service at T reasure Island . I lumped the whole together azxl retired 
under Civil S ervice at approximately 40 years serrice in 1965 . 

I suppose you remember some of the folks at NFG? Bob Steele, Gmmg Carroll, Lt. 
A . R .  McClane, who was first class at Guam before the -war. Later, after the war, he 
was OinC at NFG and then at NB-1 and even later had the transmitter station at Dixon. I 
remember Chung Carroll would sometimes get so ooesperated that he would take off for 
the Westward Ho and get a couple of tranquilizers ! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Personal recollections of Joseph R .  Young, LT USN (Ret) : 

All of nw records and notes were destroyed by the Japs when they took over Guam . 
Things that l:appened back in those days are becoming pretty dim but I 'll give you what _; 

little I can remember : 

I was on ComBatShips in 1933 azxi went from there to the Radio Material S chool in 
December 1933 . Then I went back to ComBatships where I stayed until late in 1934 or 
early in 193 5 .  I was then transferred to American Samoa - NPO . Tl'at was a beautiful 
spot but a " slave station" for radiomen . We bad two days on watch am two days off but 
on our days off we came back to the station and worked - Sundays alli holidays included. 
Several of the personnel ( I  was the only radianan) took the Chief ' s  exam but about that 
time the shipping strike came along and we never got to send in the: papers until the 
strike was ove r  - six months . The Bureau came back with a nice letter to the Commandant 
saying they appreciated our efforts but the lists were already made up and we c ould 
try again next year . 

From Samoa I was transferred to ComBaseFor - C.5Y - on the ARGCNNE . I took the 
Chief ' s  exam again but hadn ' t  studied s o  never made IID.l.Ch of an effort . The Fleet went 
on maneuvers to Honolulu . or course radio silence was in effect, but a couple or days 
out of San Pedro here comes a coded message rating me Chief. I 'll never know who was 
my friend. back in the Bureau but whoever he was, he was a good one l 

During the stay in Hawaii, I was transferred to Commander Cruisers in the CHICAGO. 
I don 1 t recall the call sign. As Flag Chief I had very good duv but we were gone fran 
home so much that when the ol'ance came to go to Guam I took it . I believe that was in 
1939 . 

Guam was like most Asiatic duty. L ots of drinldng and not too mch work. We manned 
one circuit arxl copied schedules from N:EM . About all of our communications were with 
the AUGUSl'A - CINCA.F - who coillllanded things in Asia, with a few messages fran NB-1 .  

Right from the first we were quite well aware that Guam would be a primar,y target 
in case of war. All of the dependents were sent home in June 1941 . WMt little pre�ra.­
tions we could make were completed but in the ezxi none of them were carried aut . 

On December 1, 1941, the Canmandant received a Top Sec ret message ordering him to 
destroy all classified material, which was done the same day . The next day we started 
getting messages from the same source in codes that, of course, 'couJ.dn ' t  be read because 
everything bad already been destroyed . I have always wondered what those messages con­
tained . 
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Personal recollections of Joseph R. Young, LT USN ( Ret) ( continued) : 

Guam was a pleasant place to do duty . There were about three so:t'tball teams that 
played at least once a week . Three good swimming beaches with a station bus running to 
the best one every af'ternoon. There was a good service club with dance at least twice 
a month. 

When the Japs came in they landed 81 000 troops on the Island between dark and day.. 
light . I don 't mow what they expected . The Marines had only 75 rifles and the native 
militia had a few old Springf'ields aril one old :&\R but I don 't think they had acy aiDilJ.lll­
ition. The station was surrendered by a Chief' Boatswains Mate . They kept him in charge 
saying that as long as he surremered the station he must be the man in charge . 

Tweed, ItO., lef't sometime on the day before the invasion. He told no one he was 
going ard. made no ef'f'ort to carry out his assigned duties . On the morning the Japs 
landed on the Island, I bad sent all the crew away and told them to kee:p out of sight 
until they saw what was l»lppening and tmm to use their own judgement on what to do . 
I planned to stay there at the station until there was no more chance of communicating 
but about half an hour before the Japs arrived, Alan Parmenter came back into the station. 
He said he was worried about what I was doing. Needless to say, he was real welcome ! 
Joe Blaha, Chief Yeoman, came back in and then dec�ed to go aver to the Commandant 's 
Office .  He was shot and bayoneted as he left the station but I heard that they took 
him over to the hospital and the Japs patched him up and he lived and came back to the 
States • He died several years a:t'ter the war. 

When they machine-gunned Blam, Parmenter and I decided it was time to leave so we 
went out the back door and into the brush. We stayed out five days until we finally 
got the word that they weren't executing prisoners, then we came back in and surrendered. 

On 10 January 1942 we were loaded on a large Jap3.nese passenger ship, the Argentina 
Maru, and taken to Japan. We arrived on the 14th and were put in the Zentsuji POW camp. 
This was a propaganda camp . As a result the treatment was about as good as the Japs 
mew how to give .  We even had food on most days • On 9 June, quite a few of the Guam 
bunch were sent up to Kobe where small groups were sent to work on the docks . 

On the 2nd of September a dozen of us were transferred to Kawasaki which was a POW 
work camp. We went to work on the railroad loading and unloading freight. It wa.sn 1t 
too bad a j ob because we could steal enough on most days to supPlement our camp food. 
We also managed to get considerable news from the Jap coolies we worked with. Whenever 
the Japs celebrated a big victory like the sinking of the USS SARATOGA., we Americana 
were loaded up and sent to the steel ud.lls for a week or so . I 1m not sure just how 
many times the SARATOOA was sunk but our punishment was always the same .  A dozen of us 
Americans remained in Kawasaki until the end of the war . We survived the fire bombings 
- two of them - and several other bombings • 

At the end of the war we Md quite a time getting aey ship to send a boat in for 
us . One finaJ.J.y did and took us ou.t to a hospital ship. There they sprayed u.s with 
DDr and :p1t WI on board the USS OlARK which took us to the airport where we got a plane 
to Guam . Mind you, we had had no food in all this timet In Gu.am no one seemed inclined 
to feed WI until the Salvation Army got hold of ou.r plight and got us into a mess hall. 
We had no money. The Red C ross charged for everything they had, so again it was the 
Salvation Army that got us a couple of packs of cigarettes and some donuts and coffee, 
which was all we gc>t before we got back to San Francisco . No welcoming collllli ttee in 
Frisco - no transportation . The pilot of our plane finally got hold of someone at Oak 
Knoll Hospital and they sent an old school bus for us . At the hospital they fed us 
cold hot dogs and cold boiled potatoes and gave lis a place to sleep. After a couple of 
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Personal recollections of Joseph R .  Young, LT USN ( Ret) ( continued) : 

daysaomeone in authority s tarted caring for us . They got us s ome money for uniforms and 
eventually sent u.s t o  hospitals near our home towns . Quite a homecoming ! 

Getting l:nck to Guam . As I said, life there was eaq . We had plenty of watch 
standers so each man got about two day watches aoo two night watches a week . The rest 
of the time you vere on your own. Our communication officer wasn 't what you would call 
reliable so I was around most daya and at least twice a night . We bad a CEM and a first 
class who did the material work and took care o f  things arowxi the station. A native 
kept the place swept down . In other words, it was very pleasant duty. 

He re ia a list of the' radiomen at Gua.m in 1941 . There were a bunch more but they 
we re attached to the Security G:.rc:Mp and we !W.rer mentioned them while we were prisoners : 

Young caM, Myers CRM, Tweed BMl, GoN;r RMl., Kellogg RMl, Miller .RMl, Musselwhite R421 
M cCune RMl, Smith BtU, Parmenter RMl, Ed . Young ItO., Cramer RMl, Walker EMl, Blaha. CY 
and Lt. Madsen, Communication Offloer. (SEa APPENDIX C - Personnel Lists) . 

I was the CRM in charge . l<f;yera was the Materia:L Chi at. Tweed ani Walker were in 
the material crew . 

Right now, as far as I know, Gordy, Kellogg, Parmenter, Blaha and Lt . Madsen are 
all dead . Kellogg died in prison camp from a ruptured appendix . Myers went back to 
Japan and married a Japanese girl, brought her back to the States, put her through school 
then went back with her to Japt.n. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Guam is 
fast�9rowin.g 
tourist a rea . 

AGANA, Guam - This is the 
year _that . the population of 
Guam, a 212-square-mile 
mountain-top island sitting atop , 
the Equator on the far side · of · 
the International Date Line in 
the Pacific, will top 100,000 
people for the first time. There 
"':i l.l be more than 300, 000 
Vl

.
sJtors, and tourist spending 

Will be more than $100 million. 
Guam was practically blasted 

out of existence in World War II 
i t 's people imprisoned and 

�E.�ttered, i ts agricul ture · 
nuned; and most of its buildings levele�. Today, it is a hustling,

....,. 
b u s t l i n g ,  . c o s m op o l i t a n  con:munity where the ' gross � - . ,  natrona! product in each o f  the . .  _ ; last six years has soared by 30 
percent .  

With · the · growth i n  hotel 
rooms as · well there has also . 
been a corresponding build-up 
m associated facilities for 
visitors and tgurists. Nearly 100 
different restaurants now serve 
everyth ing . from German 
pancakes to Mongolian 
barbecue. The local McDonald 
hamburger stand is the largest 
in the world, and the costs in 
duty-free shops are extremely 
low for such things as cameras, 

· stereo equipment, liquor . and 
· jewelrY ... ,, · - · - - · . 

.• 

As the largest · land · mass 
between Hawaii and the 
Phil ippines in the Pacific,  
Guam . is the · only U.S.  
possession in Asia. It  was .ceded · 

to the United States by Spain at 
the end of the · Spanish­
American War at the end of the 
last century. Maintained as a 
strategic U.S. Navy base, with 
few outsiders allowed to visit, it . 
was captured by the Japanese 
early in World War · u  - the 
only inhabited U.S. possession 
to be occupied by the enemy -
but was retaken by American 
forces in mid-1944. In 1950, 
Guam was given the status of 
an unincorporated U . S .  
t erritory, including American 
citizenship for the people. . . ; .. 
.. Formed at :1eas t '· 60  ·million· · -�ears .... a·gowheri'tw� underwater 
\'olcanocs erupted out of the 
ocean to build ·a new island, 
Guam is one of the fastest­
growing tourist areas in the 
world. 

One big reason is its unending 
summer, a climate where year­
round trade winds make it 
never 1oo hot or too cold. 
Spectacular scenery is all 
around the island, which is 
circled by a fine 50-mile-long 
paved highway, and there are 
many picturesque villages and 
historical settings, along with 
Still-virgin areas of jungle so 
.dense that a Japanese wartime 
straggler was only recently 
found there after a 27-year-long 
hideout. 
. He may not have been alone 

in the jungle, either. Sightings' 
of other stragglers have been 
reix>rted several times already 
this year. 

F rom the Vista, California MORNING PBESS 
provided by Mr. and Mrs .

' 
Carl. J .  Williams . 


