








































































































































































































































An account of his memories of the wreck of seven 
Navy destroyers off Point Honda, California , on 
the night of S eptember 8, 192.3 - by Harold B .  Phelps, CRv! , USN: 

" I  was on the USS FARENHOLT when the fle et mad e  the sunnner cruis e  northward .  

We were ass igned to Bellingham as our Fourth of July port . L eaving Bellingham, w e  

struck a submerged log which damaged one propeller s o  w e  limped along with the USS 

MELVILLE to San Francisco . On the 7th we received a radio message to assign one 

radioman to the USS
.
YARBOROUGH for the trip to San Diego, there being only one 

RMJc on the YARBOROUGH. I detailed myself, thinking we would arrive in San Die go 

hours before the FARENHOLT and MEL VILLE . We made i t  to San Diego 18 hours after 

the FARENHOLT I The YARBOROUGH and the res t of IESRON 12 s tood by after the wreck, 

just in case . Well, you can ' t  win them all ! 
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Ever since radio compass s tations had been built, skippers, navigators and 

radio officers had abs olutely no faith in compas s  bearings . Compass bearings could­

n ' t be reliable, s o  they thought . This disas trous wreck, I believe, was the result 

of such a lack of faith in bearings . 

During the night of September 8th, the USS KANAWHA. , a tanker, and the SS RENO _ 

were heading north through the Santa Barbara channel and getting frequent bearings 

from NPK Point Arguello and they were having no difficulty. 

The DESRON 11 communication officer wouldn' t even consider relying on compas s  

bearings . No one knows if this wreck would have be en avoided if the USS DELPHY 

had taken NPK bearings as gospel, but I b elieve the trial b rought out that the 

bearings given the DELPHY placed DESDIV 3 3  plus DELPHY in thei r  correct location. 



Anyway the DCO 11th Naval District immediately ordered NPK t o  allow no one 

to even look at their logs of that night . He was a very savvy communicator who 

had faith in compass bearings and he knew the value of the logs in proving the 

wreck could not be blamed on NPK 1 s bearings . 

It was shortly after this wreck that the Navy Department came out with a 

d irective for all Navy ships cruising coas twise to take compass bearings when­

ever possible in conjunction with visual bearings . These were to be combined 

with the navigator ' s own position reports . I believe the final results were . 

to be submitted to the Department . All of this was for one rea,son only - to 

prove to the ships officers that radio compass bearings were quite reliable . 

It was a long s truggle to vindicate the "Radio Girls" as we were too often 

called in those days . "  
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Memorial s ervice in San Diego for the 

officers and men los t in the Point Honda 

disaster . September 23 , 1923 . 

� . 

I .  


