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Personal recollections of Walter L.  Skinner, LCDR USN (Ret) contiwed : 

The personnel complement at Fort Stevens was typical of man;y RDF stations : 

1 CRM 
1 RM1 c 
3 BM2c 

A typical watch lis t :  

QQ:Q§ 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Chief-in charge 
Asst . �in-C 

08-12 .16:.1§ 
2 3 
3 4 
;... 1 
1 2 

Quarters A 
Quarters B 

� 
4 
1 
2 
J 

The six hour watch at RDF stations was mamatory . It was questioned maey times am 
the official answer was that after six bours on watch fatigue set in and the oha.nces of 
an erroneous bearing increased .  

On week days, men with . the 1 8-24 watch had an 08-12 working party if' needed. 

Fort Stevens was in cozmnission in 1936 .  It was a large base with most areas undevelop­
ed . The administration buildings, barracks , parade ground and miscellaneous shops, were 
all within a mile of the main gate . About four miles farther out is Fort Stevens raison 
d ' etre, coast artillery guns in tremendous revetments . With Fort Canby am Fort Golumbia 
on the Washington side, they guarded the entrance to the Columbia River. The l(•,Y RDF 
station was also about four miles from the main gate but in a directlio� that kept it well 
clear of' the coast artillery installation. Fort Stevens is now an Oregon State park. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - � 

At NPC, we had a OCO named Ketchum, a LCDR . Our working parties included gaz'dening. 
)ne day we caught a good sized garden snake and threw it into an adjacem cbicken yard . 

�-� 
-· 

�he noise, fiestiness am t error of' those chickens was 20 db above an airraid siren . An -� 

lnteresting feature of' this was that the chickens belonged to RAdm "Tu.rn-to" Tumer, who 
trrived- on the scene shortl3' am wanted to know what happened . The snake was gone· and tbe 
1hickens were calming down so we were as mystified as he as to the cause . 

The landline operators at NPC thought they we� the "fighter pilots11 of the ra.di& 
:ang ani with some reason. They had NavDist Headquarters, Army Headquarters, Coast Guard 
:eadquarters and Western Union on the line and a separate landline to the SOP ship. This 
equired various M:>G forms, word counts and codes . 

· · 

NPC did not handle a high volume of tt1lffic . Most messages originated in or were ; 
elivered to 13th ND activities . NPG at S� Franaisoo was the tie ill to the_ Navy Communi­
ation System. Fort Stevens administrative traffic was relayed to NPC via Astoria., There 
a.s a ship-shore and distress frequency- split-f'one watch. Tba landlines were mentioned 
reviously. NPE Astoria, NPR Dutch Harbor and Adak were tied into NPC by s cheduJ:e, I think . 
?C was on the highest knoll in the shipyard am had a couple of about 125 ' towers for 
�ceiving antennas on the station. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Personal rec ollections of George E .  Riddle, CDR USN RET :  

I was stationed at the U .  S .  Naval Radio Station, Astoria, Oregon, on the banks 

o f  the Young 1 s  River, about one and a half to two miles out of town . The original 

installation bad been made by the American Marconi Company in approximately 1914 or 

191 5 .  

The personnel at the station while I was there in 1 936 - 1937 were, to the best 

of my memo ry :  

Chief Radiomen: ( Security personnel) : 

M. VanDenberg he was relieved by 

T .  Lusk 

Radiomen First Class : 

H .  S chnieder 

Blanchard 

he made CRM and was transferred to Destruction Island 

he relieved Sclmieder - both General S ervice 

H. Kisner 

Meyers 

D .  Barnum 

S ecurity personnel - Administrative Asst . to Security Chief 

II " 

II II 

Radiomen Second Class : 

Burton 

Gelineau 

R .  Meyers 

E Chase 

Archer 

S ecurity personnel 

" " - Relieved Barnum 

Eckber,y (Edberg?) 

�. Riddle 

Comes ( Late 1935 or early 1936, relieved Riddle on USS Kanawha) 
Also one ships c ook second class . 

---------- --·-- -- --· ·· 
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Personal recollections of Roy E .  Brown, LT USN FET :  

After rrrJ return from overseas in 1 945 , I did what a lot of POW ' s  did and that was to 
get married again . I lucked out . Many of them d idn ' t .  I ' ve barely started writing on 
this 21 years phase of rrry life s ince most of rrry thoughts in the pas t few years have been 
about prewar and Wd ii years in my c orrespondenc e  and writing manuscripts . 

I had gone into the Fleet Reserve and in 1 949 bad a temporary j ob in the Communication 
Station 1 7th Naval Dist rict , K odiak, Alas ka , for six months . I had bought a small cabin or 
hunting lodge and skid shack c ombination outs ide the ci ty limits of the village of Kodiak 
on Mission Stree t .  My son, Dennis , was born in the Naval Dispensary on the N OB ,  Octobe r  
5 1  1 949 . W e  left there i n  December to return t o  Eureka and Arcata, California, where my 
wife 1 s folks lived . I 've told you that I was recalled to active duty again Friday the 
1 3th in October 1 950 . 

I will try to answer some of your questions and give you a preliminary account of my 
memories of the 17th Naval District . I d on ' t  remember taking many slides of buildings on 
the NOB , and none of the transmitter and receiver sites . The latter were separated from 
each other and from the 1 7th ND Headquarters . Thos e sites were not on Woody Island . The 
CAA was occupying l.J oody Is land at the time I was there . One of my duties was an inspection 
trip down the Aleutians as far as Attu . The stopover in Adak was brief . It was reported 
there was but one t ree there and it had been planted by the station crew . Attu had a 
treacherous landing strip . There was a small crew there and some radio equipnent but I 
don ' t  remembe r  the types . Most of the Aleutians from Adak to the end were barren, wind 
swept, foggy and with much rain. I think the expression " One ' s  tum in the barrel" must 
have originated there . 

The village of Kodiak was along the west cent ral side near the entrance of St . Paul ' s  
Harbor. W oody Island was more easterly o f  the village . Kodiak was mostly a fishing village . 
The NOB was on the south s ide of the harbor along with the main air strip and tower with 
GCA .  The landing strip ended up near a mountain so the planes coming in on foggy days had � 

to be guided in by GCA .  As I recall one could get back and forth to W oody Island via tug 
or lighter from the landing in K odiak. 

The village of K odiak was probably around 1 200 population. It bad many bars and liquor 
j oints . Als o several churches including the old Russ ian Orthodox Church on Mission Road . 
The General Store and Post Office was located on the d ock down from the main s treet . My 
Post Office Box was No . 1 !  

The transmitter s ite was just a few miles out from the NOB Headquarters in the valley . 
Radio teletype with frequency shift keying was used and a rhombic antenna pointed toward 
NPC .  I ' m  not sure just where the receiver s ite wa s  located . 

There are many stories to tell about K odiak, s ome of my duties there and what I did 
as a civilian . I did much amateur radio operating there too . I will try to relate s ome 
of the m to you at a later date . The days were long in the surmner and the nights long in 
the winter. I have a book "Lord of Alaska" by Hector Chevigny which is a historical 
fiction b ook about the life of Aleksandr Bara.nov from 1790 to 1 8 19 ani his rule in Alaska 
from K odiak to S itka and the final sale of Alaska t o  the U .  s .  for $7, 2001000 .  And the 
U .  s .  thinks nothing of giving 1 00 million a year for our bases in the Philippines ! 

Enclosed is a copy of a photo of K od iak village showing Woody Islam in the background . 
Notice the two onion shaped domes of the old Russian Orthodox Church in the upper le.f.'t 
center . It is on Mission Street. . I had my shack furtmr out of town on the same street 
where I had set up my amateur radio station with the call KL7AAB, which man;y of the 
personnel of the NOB K odiak used to come out to and talk to relatives and friends in 
c ontinental U .  S .  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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